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Evaluations on the birth of
‘Nam Sago the prophet’ and its Change
in the later Joseon Dynasty

Park, Sang—Hyun*

Nam Sago, born in a provincial noble family of Uljin in the early sixteen
century, lived his while life as an ordinary Confucian scholar. It is interesting
that his scholarly acquisition was given a mixed assessment from the later
generation after his death: while students of Confucianism in Uljin looked him
up as their preceptor, other Confucian scholars considered him as an
outstanding prophet. This mixed reception resulted from the differences in
evaluation on him.

On the one hand, scholars in Uljin assessed Nam Sago as a virtuous
Confucian, given that he had put Zhu Xi’s philosophy into practice and had
given a good scholarly example to younger scholars. On the other hand, most
of Confucian scholars regarded him as a prophet since he had been an expert
in astronomical observations and divinations. However, as his prophecy spread
widely, he was regarded nothing less than a great prophet. In fact, even among
those who had revered him as a virtuous scholar his prophecy was of great
interest. That is to say, Nam Sago was actually an ‘invented prophet,” seeing
that this evaluation stemmed from the fact that he had been good at
astronomical observations and divinations, even though the authenticity of his
prophecy would never be proved.

In the early eighteen century, however, the Confucian scholars’ attention on

his prophecy subsided, when a writing of divination in his name circulated.

*  Pusan National University, The department of history
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This is because the writing became a social problem and nobody wanted to
mention it. After the mid-eighteen century, therefore, his prophecy disappeared
in scholarly writings of Confucians. It is speculated that ‘Nam Sago the
prophet’ would be actively reproduced and enjoyed by a neglected class of

people since then.

Key Words: Nam Sago(fEfih), The prophet, Writing of divination, Confucian
scholar, Uljin
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